GEORGE THE THIRD
Not a step was taken in foreign, colonial, or domestic affairs that
he did not form his opinion upon it and exercise his influence over
it. The instructions to ambassadors, the orders to governors, the
movements offerees, down die marching of a single battalion in the
districts of this country, the appointments to all offices in Church and
State—not only the giving away of judgeships, bishoprics, regiments,
but the subordinate promotions, lay and clerical—all these form
the topics of his letters; on all, his opinion is pronounced decisively;
on all, his will is declared peremptorily. In one letter he decides
the appointment of a Scotch puisne judge; in another the march
of a troop from Buckinghamshire into Yorkshire; in a third the
nomination to the Deanery of Worcester; in a fourth he says that
if Adam, the architect, succeeds Worsley at the Board of Works,
he shall think Chambers ill-used.
Had Lord Brougham been able to peruse the six stout volumes of
Correspondence which Sir John Fortescue edited and published
less than ten years ago he could have easily multiplied examples
of George's activities.
But in effect what does it all amount to ? To sustain the charge
of meddling with State affairs demands a conception of kingship
which was unknown in the eighteenth century—that the King
had no right to participate in the business of government. Who
then had that right e The Prime Minister and the Cabinet ? But
constitutional lawyers knew neither Prime Minister nor Cabinet.
North himself refused to be known by the former title: he was
First Lord Commissioner of the Treasury, and in that capacity
His Majesty's principal adviser. The Closet was not a place to be
stormed, but to be shared with its rightful occupant, the King.
That North used the machinery of a Cabinet is admitted: such
an arrangement was a matter of political convenience, but it is
significant that George, although alleged to be a thorough-going
party man, did not exercise his right to preside at Cabinet meetings.
George would have been profoundly shocked had any one
convinced him that he was a party man. His one ambition as
King was to raise Government out of the mire of party politics:
he believed that that ambition was realized when Chatham came
into office in 1766. North's was a natural evolution of Chatham's
Administration: it was more essentially a non-party organization
in that none of the members of the Ministry were attached to the
old parties. But it was inevitable that a new party should emerge
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